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The former council and the council elected in 2000 have settled their differences and agreed to a 
new election on August 9, 2003. It was becoming obvious that the dispute was affecting our quest for 
Federal Recognition. After three long years and several attempts at mediation the two groups met 
and agreed that mistakes had been made and the quickest way to settle the dispute was to have a 
new election with no restrictions as to those what wished to run for the council seats. 

At a meeting in July, the members elected a committee to run the election. During the Aug. 9 election, 
sixteen nominations were made and accepted by the election committee for the seven council seats. 
Secret ballot was the method by which the members had chosen, the counting of the ballots by the 
election committee was done in the presence of Dr. Pam Bunte and her assistant Sandra. 

The election results are as follows:  Chairman, John R. Sinclair of Havre, First Vice Chair, Darrel Koke 
of Great Falls, Second Vice Chair, Larry Salois of Cut Bank, Secretary/ Treasure, Caroline Fleury of 
Great Falls, and council members Alvina Allen of Harlem, Ed Lavenger of Havre and Bob VanGunten, 
of Pablo. The council officers were selected by those elected to the council. This elected council will 
serve a term of one year so we can get 
back on our regular election schedule. 

The next election will be held in Novem-
ber of 2004. Members are asked to write 
a letter to the council stating their wish to 
be on the next election committee, and 
personal background will be appreciated. 

Henry Anderson, Cultural Committee 
chair lead the swearing in ceremony. 
There were many handshakes and hugs 
as the members lined up to congratulate 
the new council members. Photos were 
taken by many of the members. The 
lunch of many favorite and traditional 
foods furnished by the members was 
enjoyed by more then 100 attending. 

ELECTION D ISP UTE SETTLED Special points of interest: 

Fall Fest Oct 11, 2003 in Great 
Falls Mt. 

Council Meetings  

September13  

October 11  

November 8  

December 13 

Visit Little Shell Website 
Community Bulletin board 
and visit with other members 
of the tribe online! 

Http://www.LittleShellTribe.com 

Historical Information still needed 

Dr. Bunte is requesting help 
from members to help with 
additional research for the 
time period of the 1800—
1940 timeframe. If you or 
anyone that you know has 
newspaper articles or any-
thing written that refers to the  
Little Shell People, breeds, 
half-breeds, or metis that are 
our people send a copy of it to 
her or to the office. Also 
needed are volunteers to do 
research in newspaper ar-
chives and cemeteries. 

 

Please call the office at 406-
452-2892 for information.   

Please write or call the Tribal 
Office at 406-452-2892 and 
make sure that we have cur-
rent information on you and 
your f ami l y members 
(address and phone) it is im-
perative that our records sub-
mitted with the petition be up 
to date. 

Members of new Little Shell Tribal Council confer with former members of 
the Little Shell Tribal Council. 

Inside this issue: 

Council meets with 
NARF

 

2

 

Newsletter news

 

2

 

Meetings

 

2

 

FALL FEST!

 

2

 

Donations

 

3

 

Cultural Committee

 

4

 

Biographies

 

4-5

 

Photo ID Cards

 

3

 

Committees

 

3

 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

August 2003 

Little Sh e ll Tribal Ne w s le tte r 
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana 

J a me s An t h o n y We l l s 
Age 12, Picture taken by himself in 1914 
in Lewistown Mt., name of puppy un-
known. 

http://www.LittleShellTribe.com


Mark your calendars! Oct 11, 2003 Re-
gion wide FALL FEST!  

Everyone is invited and volunteers are 
needed to help cook, setup, games and 
other activities. This is the second year 
of this annual event. The food is great 
and there is fun for all ages. This event is 
held in Great Falls and starts at noon. 
The Little Shell Tribe will be working in 
conjunction with the Indian Family health 
Clinic and the Great Falls Indian Educa-
tion department to host this event.   

You may call Diane or Jackie at the IFHC 
or Gloria or Deanna at the GFED 406-
268-7340 

Election Committee Members check in Mem-
bers prior to voting in Aug 9, 2003 Special 

Election 

The morning of August 23 the council 
members met with j. Kim Gotschalk, attor-
ney for the native American Rights Fund, 
(Representative for the Little Shell Fed-
eral petition) and Dr. Pam Bunte, anthro-
pologist working for NARF on behalf of the 
Little Shell Tribe to discuss what our op-
tions are regarding our petition to the BIA-
Bureau of Acknowledgement and Re-
search (the office that makes the determi-
nation that we are indeed a tribe and 
should be recognized by the federal gov-
ernment as such). 

Mr. Gotschalk explained the process of 
going through the BIA’s Department of 
BAR and the time and degree of research 
and documentation that is necessary to 
file a petition for recognition. He and Dr. 

Bunte feel that our petition should be 
completed in January of 2004 and sub-
mitted to the BIA. 

Mr. Gotschalk also explained the Congres-
sional method of tribes getting federal 
recognition. Arlinda Lochlear is a former 
NARF employee and now associated with 
the law firm of Patton $ Boggs. Mrs. Loch-
lear is a member of the Lumbee tribe who 
are also trying to obtain federal recogni-
tion. She expressed an Interest in the 
Little shell to NARF and maybe able to 
represent us through Patton & Boggs. 

A letter and resolution from the Tribal 
Council has been sent to Patton & Boggs 
requesting them to represent the little 
Shell (pro bono) in the congressional 

method of recognition. They would then 
work in conjunction with NARF on our 
petition. It is possible that the congres-
sional method will be a much quicker 
route for us to take. 

One of the many duties of the Tribal Coun-
cil is the responsibility to keep members 
knowledgeable of issues that have and 
affect on them. The most effective way is 
through the general meetings. There will 
be a panel discussion by the council on 
Sat. Aug. 30, 9:30 a.m. during the Métis 
Celebration held at the fair grounds in 
Lewistown, Mt. 

Council meetings will be on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. 

September 13, 

October 11, 

November 8, 

December 13. 

These meetings will be held at the MSU 
College of Technology of Great Falls, 2100 
16th Ave South, Great Falls Montana.  
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Newsletter news 

Meetings 

and background to the council for ap-
pointment to the committee. 

For those who have sent money in for a 
newsletter, we thank you, for those who 
have not received four newsletters for 
your $10 we apologize and hope to cor-
rect any mistakes that have been made. 
We are also looking for members that 
would be interested in being on the news-
letter committee. The council feels that 
the newsletter would be un-biased if it 
were written by a group of the members. 
We also do not have the time to write, 
print, copy, fold, label and post the news-
letter. Please write a short note of interest 
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Dr. Pamela Bunte, Anthropologist, Professor of 
Linguistics at California State University. 


