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Justice Fred J. Weber delivered the Opinion of the Court.

Mr. LaPiler appeals from his criminal convictions in the
District Court of the Ninth Judicial District, Glacier Coun-
ty. In a dJury trial, he was found guilty of aggravated
burglary, aggravated kidnapping, and felony assault. Mr,
LaPier was sentenced to thirty years for aggravated burglary,
thirty vyears for aggravated kidnapping, to be served concur-
rently, and five vyears for felony assault, to be served
consecutively. Mr. LaPier appeals the convictions. We
affirm,

The issues are:

1. Did the District Court err in denying the defen-
dant's motion to dismiss the information for lack of
jurisdiction?

2. Was the defendant denied his right to confront the
witnesses against him?

3. Did the District Court err in denying the defen-
dant's motion for a continuance of trial?

4. TIs the verdict inconsistent?

The incident out of which these charges arose occurred
one night in August 1987. At about 10:30 p.m., the victims
Richard ZXurek, his ex-wife Angela, and his fiancee Shelley
Boutier were watching television in Richard's home. Leland
"Yackie" Thomas visited the house for a few minutes, then
left. Mr. Kurek stated at trial that he didn't really under-
stand why Mr. Thomas was visiting, as none of them knew him
well. Following Mr, Thomas'® visit, Richard and Angela Xurek
went upstairs to fix the curtains in the room where Angela
was to spend the night. They had bkeen upstairs about five
minutes when the dog began to bark and Shelley began to

sSCream.



Mr. RKurek testified at trial that as he turned to leave
the bedroom Mr. LaPier came up the stairs, entered the bed-
room, and asked, "Where is it?" Mr. KXurek stated that Mr.
Lapier threw him on the bed and demanded to know where the
$7,000 was. Richard and Angela Kurek both testified that Mr.
LaPier threatened to kill Mr. Xurek and struck him with his
fists, then threw Mr. Kuarek to the floor and began kicking
him with his heavy logger boots. Mr. Kurek testified that he
had not known Mr. LaPier prior to this incident.

Angela Kurek testified that at this point, she told Mr.
LaPier that she had some money in the trunk of her car parked
outside, and that Mr. LaPier told her to go get the money.
Angela Kurek testified that when she got to the bottom of the
stairs, she saw a man holding Shelley Boutlier on the floor
with his knee in her back and a handful of hair.

Angela Kurek stated that when she reached her car, she
noticed that no one had followed her ocut of the house. She
got into the car. A wvan had been parked to block the street
entrance to the cul-de-sac where the house was located. By
going over a neighbor's lawn she drove out of the cul-de-sac
and went to notify the police.

Mr, ZRurek testified that a second individual, later
identified as Merlyn Thomas, joined Mr. LaPier in assaulting
him. Mr. Kurek testified that Merlyn Thomas hit him in the
head with the blade of a screwdriver, and that the two men
forced him into an adjoining bedroom. He stated that Mr,
LaPier continued to hit him while Merlyn Thomas stabbed him
with the screwdriver. He testified that Mr. LaPier and Mr.
Thomas then dragged him downstairs and outside, stating,
"Let's burn him."

Mr. ZXurek testified that he was then forced into the
garage where Mr. Lapier said, "Let's off him." Mr. Kurek

testified he later was able to get free and escape to a







































